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Welcome to the latest edition of my newsletter. | am continuing my work promo
and defending the agifood and seafood sectors both at home and abroad.

(Q

Trade Mission to the USA and Mexico

llllllllllllllla'al-.

In June, | commenced theade mission to the United States with a number of meetings:on
Capitol Hill. In meetings with Ray Starling, Special Assistant toltBePresident on:
Agriculture and Trade, and with senior officials in the US Department of Agriculture
and the US Trade Representation, | focused on Irishfaagi trade with the United -
States and on the further development of EU/US trade in these sectors.

With a new administration bedding in to office in the US, relationships built at polifical
and official level will be critically important in the context of developing commeréial
opportunity for Irish agrfood companies and for building a closer trading reIationsElip

GAGK GKS '{ Ayil2 (GKS TFdzidz2NBod L 41 dEN
a producer of quality food and to raise a number of technical issues of |mportan<§e t
future trade development.

| also met withSenator Pat Roberts, a key political figure and Chairman of the US Senate
Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee, as well as the Leadership of thé
National Farmers Unian

¢KS RI&Qa S@Syida OdzZ YAYFGSR gAGK . 2N
which focused on the promotion of Irish beef. The reception was attended by :key

Launched

stakeholders in the US Meat Industry and US retailers and processors. | availed of t
G'Ilrra rt‘ t13 sa V‘f’a(; d € occasion to announce an important marketing initiative for Irish beef in the US marke
e — W which has been worked on extensively by Bord Bia, my Department and the l:rlsf
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Agriculture Attaché in Washington

The Trade Mission then moved from Washington DC to a series of events in Marylar
& New Jersey. | met with Maryland State Government officials, including the Secreta
of Agnculture Joe Bartenfelder, and the Secretary of Natural Resources Mark J. Ielt
YR NBLINBaSyidliA@dSa 2F . A2Yl ISIuAyEI
for poultry waste management.

On the final day of the Trade Mission in US engagements focused on the drlnks a
dairy industries and included tHelNR Y2 G A2y 2F LNBf I yRQ& :hl

L commenced with a breakfast meeting where | introduced Origin Green to Internatlbna
\\\‘.', Agriculture, dairy representatives. :
,#  Food and the Marine

Ireland isproud to be a global leader in dairy, with an unparalleled reputation for quality,
safety and sustainability. Its hard earned reputation sees Irish dairy products exporte
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of

Food and the Marine

to approximately 130 countries each year. The US was the fifth largest markét fc
Irish Dairy in 2016, and exports have grown by over 50% since-1Z1®/e are:
proud to have a mutually beneficial trade and commercial relationship with the:US
and are using this trade mission to build critical relationships and develop evel
closer ties to US customers and consumers.

TheRII @ Q&4 LIN2INJ YYS OdzZ YAYFGSR 6AGK o, :LJ
which currently stocks products from 30 Irish brand owners across spirits, quuburs
beer and cider. Irish beverages are one of the fastetving sectors of exports tG
the US. Irish whiskey exports to the US rose 17% in 2016. :

This is a particularly exciting time in the development of the Irish drinks induistry
with worldwide growth in spirits consumption and with new lIrish distilleries com:lng
on stream.

Just four years ago we had four distilleries in Irelahibw we have eleven and éi
further eight in various stages of development and these are making a S|gn|f:car

= Weenitribution to employment and exports and to the social fabric and tour|$m

infrastructure inboth rural and urban areas.

rking
5 nature |

% !3 United ¢~ ‘°s Market Missid

From (L to R) Nicola O6Connell, Gl anbi a Ingreijie

L]FP?Od ]e_md the Marine, Michael Creed T.D., Tara McCarthy, CEO Bord Bia.

| am privileged to be the first Irish Minister for Agriculture to visit Mexico as paét of
a Trade Mission. | met with Mexican S8bcretary for Trade, Juan Carlos Baker

Pineda and théMexican Secretary for Agriculture (SAGARPA), Mr Jose Eduard
Calzad&aRovirosa as well as hosting a rottadhle working lunch with COMECARI&IE

(The Mexican Meat Board) and PORCIMEX (The Mexican Pig Producers Confe(deratlm
discuss caperation and trade opportunities.

The Trade Mission marked the beginniofja major ceordinated effort by myi
Departmert, Bord Bia, and our AgFood industry to target Mexico specifically as a
potential trading partner. With a market of 127 million people, Mexico is an exciting
developing market where we need to establish better ties and linkgainst the :
backdrop of Brexit, developing opportunities in new markets is essential. Our me@ting
with our Mexican counterparts, as well as local experts, will help us to better
understand the industnhere and to make sure our offerings are appropriate and
in line with the demands of the Mexican market.
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¢KS /{h NBLRNISR (KI G RIM2086, whiehLdpiededtedl ;
over 91% of total agricultural exports to Mexico last yedfe do not have market -
accesdor meat products to Mexico at presentherefore | intend to present a detailed
pigmeat questionnaire to the relevant authorities here, marking an important step
along the road to achieving market access. | also intend to officially announce- (o]
intention to seek beef access to the Mexican market. .

United States Market Mission 20,;,‘ ;

Michael Creed, Minister for
Agriculture , Food and the
Marine at the Origin Green
event during the USA and
Mexican Trade Mission.

GLAS and TAMS Il Payments Issued

Onthe1§2 F WdzA & L Fyy2dzyOSR GKIFd | fY2ad:
to 15,000 farmers in the GLAS 1 and 2 scheme. This balancing payment représe
the final 15% of the 2016 payment and completes the total payment for GLAS actlor
undertaken last year for 15,000 farmers.

2KAES Ay !dAdAdsE (KS 5SLINIYSYyd LIAR
eMmnnYX GKS |Y2dzyd A&aadzSR G2 D[!{ LI NI
L LY RSEtAIKGESR sA0GK GKSaAaS aAIyATAOl ¥

within a fortnight, as we continue to pay balancing payments to eligible fasméj000 :
farmers received their balancing payment as a direct result of submitting their Farn
Nutrient Managemen®Plan (NMP). Further GLAS payments to GLAS | and GLAS
participants can only be made when their plan has been submitted and | would
encourageall GLAS participants to work with their advisor and have this plan
submitted & soon as possible.

My Department also issued payments to farmers under TAMS (the Targeted Agricultur
Modernisation Scheme ING 'y @SN} IS NI GS 2 ForigigeS NJ
0KS G2aGFt FY2dzyd LIAR (2 RIGS dzyRSNJI:¢

| am delighted with the level of interest shown in the TAMS scheme and in thes
huge payment figures for Augudt reflects the significant ofiarm investment :
underwayin Ireland as farmers here continue to develop their enterprises. We will
continue to make payments on a weekly basis. | would urge all farmers to procee
with their approved investments and to submit these for payment as soon as -the
works have been completed to allow for payment to issue. :

The online payments system remains open to participants to submit their paymen
claims as soon as the approved works are completed. Currently, over 1,500 farfne

YPage Page
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have received their payment with payments being processed on an ongoing basi

VOLUME 1 .
The current tranche of this scheme closes for new applications on 6 October 2017.

Issue 4
My Department will continue to make ongoing payments to farmers under the Rara
Development Programme. | am delighted to see this surge in payments over the la
few weeks with thousands of farmers around the country receiving new payment's a
a resultof their participation in the various RDP schemes. We are commltted to
continuing thesgpayments on a weekly basis to eligible participants.

Reaqister for Newsletter

IMPORTANT DATES

LATEST PRESS
RELEASES

ual.5 Million Weather Related Crop |JLoO:s

At the end of July, | announced the opening of a targeted crop loss support measul
to assist growers most affected by the wet weather harvest conditions of Septerr:be
2016. :

In this Issue:

I Trade Mission to the
USA and Mexico

While many farmers experienced difficult challenges last year, this was particufarl
the case for a number of cereal farmers who experienced an exceptionally difftcul
harvest and resulting yield losses for certain spring crdjpss is a very important:
sector to theagricultural economy, making a vital contribution to both the food and
feedstuffs sector. | have always stated that there was a will to support these farmers
the challenge was to find a way that ensured support was focused and targeted ¢
those most impacted whilst also ensuring prudent expenditure of public finanges
which was successfully achieved through positive dialogue and engagement.

f GLAS and TAMS Il
Payments Issued

f a1.5 Million
Related Crop Loss
Support Measure for
Growers

I Meeting with new French
Agriculture Minister in
Paris

This measure will provide a financial contribution towards the cost of spring cereal

[ crop losses in excess of 30% by yield, experienced by cereal growers.

Partnership Agreement

 Food Wise Steps to
Success 2017

Meeting with new French Agriculture Minister in Paris

lllllllllllllllmllllll

{ Cork City announced as
host city for European
Maritime Day 2020

In July, | met theecently appointed French Minister for Agriculture and Foad
Stéphare Travert, for talks in Paris. The discussions were primarily concerned wit
the two main challenges confronting the Irish and Europeanfagd sectors: Brexit
and the future of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).

{ National Farmed Animal
Health Strateqy 2017-22

{ Reqistration of Succession

Farm Partnerships
Launched

| am delighted to have been able to meet Minister Travert so soon after his
appointment, and to avail of the opportunity to both renew the traditionally closg
relationship between Ireland and France on agriculture matters, and to discuss: oL
respective priorities as we face intohat will undoubtedly be a very challenging
period ahead. Brexit and the future of the CAP were, of course, top of the agelida
On Brexit, we had a very use#change on the potential implications for the ag#i
-food sector and on the negotiation processconveyedio Minister Travert the :
critical importance to Ireland of continued unfettered access to the UK market for
agrifood products. In overall terms, | was heartened by the degree of commonaljty
in our concerns, which | hope will continue to characterise our engagement as: th:
negotiations unfold.

f Grant awards
million to 13 Seafood

Companies

| Acorns Programme and
Social Farming Projects

I Support Measures for
Farmers Affected by
Flooding

{ Lond term evaluation of
Food Dudes programme
2010-2016

| also had a good exchange with Minister Travert on fisheries issues including,
course, the recent UK announcement regarding the London Fisheries Convention a
the wider potential impact of BrexitWe were both very much in agreement that wé
must maintain existing access and quota sharing arrangements for our respegtiv
fleets. We will continue to work together, as well as with the Barnier Task Force aind
other Member States, to ensure that both agriculture and fisheries issues remeqn '
Talmhaiochta, high priority in the negotiations to come.
Bia agus Mara = "esssssssssssssssssssansss s S NSNS NSNS SN NN SN NN SEE NN SN NN EEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
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This commonality of approach was also evident from our discussion of the GAF
which focused on the need for a strong CAP budget and for a policy that deals effective
with the many challenges facing the afpod sector, including the need to produce'
more food in a sustainable manner. Again, we agreed to remain in close contaqt 3
the discussions in this area progress over the coming months.

While in Paris, | also took the opportunity to meet with Gilles Gauthier, President
and Xavier Macquet, Board Member, of the FNIGGY French organisation :
representingmeat processors, wholesalers and distributors, some of whose mare
than 300 members are important purchasers of Irish beef and Iamb. | thanked therm
F2NJ GKSANI O2yGAYydzSR adzLILR2 NI +FyR Sy
as well as our priorities for the negotiations. A useful exchange of views took plgac1
on a variety of trading issues pertinent to the meat sector.

EU-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement

In early July, | very much welcomed the announcement of the Economic Partner:shi
Agreement between the EU and Japan, which provides for very significant access
the Japanese market for EU afpod products.

This is a hugely important development for the EU-gmpd sector, and will present :
very real opportunities for Irish agivod exporters. The news is particularly good
for the Irish beef sector, as the agreement contains very significant concessmris [
relation to Japanese market access for European Union beef.

| welcome the agreement in relation to beef, which provides for annual expért
quantities of 43,500 tonnes product weight (approximately 56,000 tonnes carcass
weight equivalent) at tariff rates which will fall from the current level of 38.5% fo
27.5% in the first year of implementation, and then to 9% over the remainder of the
fifteen-year period of the agreement. The concessions achieved in relation to blae
are particularly significant, and represent a huge opportunity which | am determiiied :

be utilisedto the maximum possible extent by the Irish beef sector. But thl-:-
outcome is also extremely positive in relatioéa pigmeat, where Japan will :
significantlylower the tariffs applied through its import scheme over the period df
the agreement, and for cheese and dairy products, where the agreement prOV|de<
for the full liberalisation of tariffs on hard cheeses, including cheddar, over flftebn
years.

| have emphasised the importance of this agreement against the backdrop of thei
challenges presented by Brexit. This is a particularly welcome development as we
increase our focus on market diversification and the need to reduce our dependance
the UK market. The addition of Japas a potentially important export outlet,
particularly for sectors such as beef and dairy which are especially exposed to the
impact of Brexit, is hugely important, and an opportunity which we will waste no
time in exploiting. :
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Issue 4 Food Wise Steps to Success 2017
Register for Newsletter At the start of July, | launched the second progress report on Food Wise 2025:

Steps to Success 2017.
IMPORTANT DATES

Since its launch in July 2015, Food Wise 2025 has evolved from a highijlevel
strategy into a shared blueprint for all involved in the sectbty focus in the
year ahead will be to support the adpiod sector (including forestry and fishirig)

LATEST PRESS . . . ) . ;
continue to make a vital contribution to the Irish economy, in an economicafly,

RELEASES . . .
- socially and environmentally sustainable manner.
In this Issue:
o While the industry is currently facing significant uncertainty caused largel

| e s 6  NBEAGE: GKS aSOG2NDRDa OF L} OAdGe F2NJ

- should not be underestimated. The challengessed byBrexit makes the
I GLAS and TAMS Il actions proposed in Food Wise 2025 all the more relevant.

Payments Issued
f ai1.5 Milliong IchairtheFoodWise High Level Implementati

Related Crop Loss Committee (HLIC), with senior representative

Support Measure for
Growers

from all relevant Government Departments
and State agencies, ensuring a joined
1 Meeting with new French approach. We will doubldown on progressing

ﬁg::g”'t”re e L relevant Food Wise recommendations
- particularly those related to market
f EUS Japan Economic development, competitiveness and
Partnership Agreement innovation, as part of our Brexit respons@od
1 Food Wise Steps to Wise commits us to the highest standard

Success 2017 of environmental protection, food safety
0 corkci ’ and quality assurance, all of which ar
or Ity announced as . .
host city for European crucial to the sustainable development o
Maritime Day 2020 the sector.

I National Farmed Animal
Health Strateqgy 2017-22

Steps to Succe817 highlights the progress
achieved in year two in the implementation winister for Agriculture, Food and the

I Registration of Succession of the detailed Food Wise 2025 strategy'\/'arm;3 fM;fhae' Céeed TD. at the
Farm Partnershigs unch of the second progress report
Launched Of the 368actions which were due t0 ¢, Food Wise 2025: Steps to Success

commence by 2017 or are ongoing2017
f Grant awards actions, 46% have been achieved or

million to 13 Seafood substantialaction has been undertaken; and a further 49% have commended
Companies . . . .
and are progressing welllhis shows good progress but | will press on gettihg
1 Acorns Programme and as many actions as possible complete within the next year.

Social Farming Projects

1 Support Measure for Cork City announced as host city for European Maritime

Farmers Affected by Day 2020
Flooding
i Lond term evaluation of . . .
Food Dudes programme At the end of June | congratulated Cork City on being designated as the host
2010-2016 city for European Maritime Day in 2020 by the Council of the European Urilon.
European Maritime Day is the flagship eventy 0 KS 9 dzNR LIS| y: | y 7
\w Department of calendar, consisting of a two day conference with over 1,000 stakeholders from

\\\‘» Agriculture,

J# Food and the Marine
An Roinn
Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

across the European Union coming together to discuss the development of:this
sector. This will be the first time that Ireland has hosted this flagship evenht.
{SrcSaids LNBftFYyRQa ylLuAazyrft YINRIAY
conjunction with the conference .

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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VOLUME 1 My congratulations to Cork City on securing this prestigious event for the city.
I Cork is the ideal location for European Maritime Day and it was my honourto
ssue 4 S : . . . .

support the nomination. Cork is a vibrant, bustling port city with a dynantic
Register for Newsletter and energetic marine community, as well as rich maritime history.

European Maritime Day in 2020 will coincide with the 3@@niversary of the
IMPORTANT DATES Cork Royal Yacht Club, one of the oldest yacht clubs in the w2020 also

coincides with a target date set in our national integrated maritime plan,
LATEST PRESS Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth, and so presents an opportunity to demortstrate
RELEASES our European colleagues how Ireland has developed this vital sector of pur
economy. In conjunction with the conference our national maritime festival,

In this | : . . . . .
n s fssue SeaFest, will take place in Cork. This festival has truly captured the public
1 Trade Mission to the imagination with an attendance of 60,000 in Galway in July in 2G16.this

USA and Mexico enthusiasm, this embracing of our maritime culture, that we can bring to the

1 GLAS and TAMS. Il hosting of European Maritime Day in 2020.

Payments Issued

f a1.5 Million
Related Crop Loss
Support Measure for
Growers

I Meeting with new French
Agriculture Minister in
Paris

{ EUS Japan Economic
Partnership Agreement

 Food Wise Steps to
Success 2017

{ Cork City announced as
host city for European
Maritime Day 2020

{ National Farmed Animal

Health Strateqy 2017-22 Michael Creed, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine pictured at
Seafest 2017 with Jim O6Toole and Gavan Dudf fy.

{ Reqistration of Succession
Farm Partnerships

Launched National Farmed Animal Health Strategy 2017 -22
f ﬁiznc‘; ?ot13 Sae:]foié as | launched the National Farmed Animal Health Strategy Z®1@n the 11 of
Companies July. The Strategy sets out a comprehensive set of actions for all stakeholders

in the agrifood industry to work in partnership to achieve optimal anima

Acorns Programme and .
T health in Ireland.

Social Farming Projects

I Support M?fasurg LOV The National Farmed Animal Health Strategy is a significant initidtivestock
Farmers Alfected by production is at the heart of our agidod industry and contributes hugely to

Flooding
the development of our Regionddealthy animals produce and compete to
9 Lond term evaluation of their best potential.
Food Dudes programme
2010-2016

Prevention of disease minimises financial losses to farmers, the broadéoauyri :
industry and the country.] LIK2f RAy 3 LNBflyRQa NB Lz
KSFHtdK Aa @AGHE G2 2dzNJ 2y32Ay3 STTF2N]
At a broader societal level, zoonotic infections in animals and the avoidable

use of antibiotics in animals may impact on public healthss than optimal :
animal health can also negatively affect the environment. .

Department of
\\\3&4 Agriculture,
ﬁﬁg Food and the Marine
An Roinn
Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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This Strategy has identified five hifglvel outcomes to be achieved. These
focus on farrevel productivity; processor outcomes; market access; capaci
to protect public health and capability to anticipate threats, mitigate risk and
respond. My Department will play a pivotal coordination and leadership role,
but the success of the strategy will depend on all stakeholders working
togetherclosely.

In recent years Ireland has made excellent progress with codirgeystatus

F2NJ . NHzOStt2aira FyR !'dz2Sa11eQa RihasSlt as
the incidence of TBAnimal Health Ireland, in partnership with industr
stakeholders, is making substantial progress on BVD eradication and in
improving milk quality with a focus on Somatic Cell Count reductign
0KNRdzZAK GKS /Stt/ KSO]l LINRBANIYYS® ! R
Control Programmas being developed and progressed. However, we must

be mindful of ongoing threats to animal health, including the emergence of
Schmallenberg virus and the resurgence of Bluetongue and Avian Influenza
viruses across Europe.

| also launched the National Animal Health Surveillance Strategy2l)idhe
of the actions set out in the Health Strategy.

Increasing movement of people, animals and animapitmducts around the
world and changing farming practices mean it is inevitable that diseases are
seen in parts of the world where they have never been seen before. Understanging
the movement and earhidentification of threats is vital. The Animal
Health Surveillance Strategy provides for the coordination of animal
health surveillance activities.

L ¢l& LIXSFEaSR G2 Fyy2dzyOS FdzyRAy3I3§27F
Health Ireland to commence work in the area of pig health. L Q& Ay @2t @
KFra GKS LRGOGSYGAFt G2 3INBragte O02YLI SY
zoonotic infections and the use of antimicrobial products in pig hetdsn

looking forward to seeing further strides being made in export markets by our

pig industry in the years ahead.

While welcoming the expansion in live trade, which gives an importapt
competitive edge to the cattle trade in Ireland, this has also given rise to concerns
being expressed about distances travelled within countries of destination, ahd
slaughtermethods employed. | announced the approval of additional multiannugl
financial support for the World Organisation for Animal Health in relation to
their capacity building activities relating to the welfare of animals at the time
of slaughterin third countries and long distance transport.

| highlighted that antimicrobial resistance is a further priority: Antimicrobial
resistance (AMR) remains a major risk to public health. The most signifigant
way to reduce AMR is to reduce antibiotic usage which will flow fromija
healthy animal population.

| was delighted to announce that Dr. Noel Cawley, Chairman of Teagasc,i has
agreed to chair the National Farmed Animal Health Strategy Review Body
which will independently monitor the development and implementation of

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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VOLUME 1 actions arising from the StrategyDr. Cawley, with his broad experience;
is particularly well qualified to lead on this important role.
Issue 4
These health and surveillance strategies will play a vital pastumongoing
effortsi 2 Sy KFyOS LNBftlFIYyRQa NBLzil GAz2y T2
to continue to expand our markets abroad and are particularly important as my
IMPORTANT DATES Department continues to work hard to prepare for Brexit and its potential
trade implications for the agfiood and fisheries sectors.

Reaqister for Newsletter
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1 Cork City announced as Michael Creed, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine pictured at the
host city for European launch of the National Farmed Animal Health Strategy 2017  -22.

Maritime Day 2020

1 National Farmed Animal Registration of Succession Farm Partnerships Launched
Health Strategy 2017-22

{1 Registration of Succession At the start of June, | launched the new succession farm partnership register
—p—fg{]r:cigg"ersr" S following a meeting with the newly appointed President of Macra na Feirre,

James HealyThe scheme, which was developed by my Department in conjunction
ff Grant awards [ with the Office of the Revenue Commissioners and Teagasc, is designed to
milion o 13 Seafood facilitate formalised succession planning within farming enterprises through

Companies . . o
tax incentives and structured asset transference built in to the succession

1 Acorns Programme and partnership agreememn
Social Farming Projects

" Support Measlire for The scheme will encourage the generational change critical for the future] of
Farmers Affected by farming. By facilitating collaborative working in a way that assures the lang
Flooding term financial security of both the farmer and the succestuis scheme will

1 Lond term evaluation of increase operational efficiency on farm by supporting best practice 4in
Food Dudes programme intergenerational transfer of the holding.

2010-2016

' YRSNJ KS a0KSYSS LINIYSNRKALB 2y (GKS
the succession farm partnership registBartnerships on this register cari
0SYSTAU FTNBY |y AYyOSYyuAwdS 2F epZnnn 7

Agreement term, until the identified successor(s) reaches the age oft.:

scheme is designed to encourage the successor to become invested |ri the
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enterprise as early as possible to be fully ready to take over when the time is
right.

This Succession Farm Partnership schédme LJF NXi 2F (KS iD?2
commitment to Rural Ireland.

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Michael Creed T.D. at the

launch of the new succession farm partnership register from (L to R) Pat
Dillon, Head of Animal & Grassland Research  and Innovation Programme,
Teagasc, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine T.D. and Paul Smith,
Macra Na Feirme

Grant awards of U3.1 milli or t o

Ly WwWdzZ & L |yy2dzyOSR (GKS FgFNR 27
enterprises in 7 different counties under the European Maritime and Fisheties
Fund (EMFF) Operational Programme for the seafood sector.

Thesegrant awards are supporting both capital and innovation projects in seaf@od
processing and aquaculture. For the first time are supporting 4 capital
projects specifically aimed at handling and storing fish landed under the GFP
landing obligation. These specific projectare the first of their type to be
approved under the EMFF Sustainable Fish&®seme, which aims to support
fishermen,co-operatives and processors to implement the landing obligation:

This funding will assist 4 key players in the sector in providing infrastructurejfor
the handling and cold storage of unwanted catches. By having such facilitiés in
place, these parties will have more options for disposing of such unwanted
catches, including sale to the high end pet food market, as bait for shellfish
fishermenor in the longer term for the production of health care or pharmaceutical
products. The projects are innovative in their approach and demonstrate foresight
on the part of these businesses in planning ahead to address the challengés of
the landing obligation.

¢KS aNIYyd FokNRa gAfft adaJ2 NI Gl t
grants are awarded under BMFF schemes and arefonded by the Exchequer:
and EU and subject to terms and conditions. These grant awards contributé to

the Action Plan for Rural Development. H
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ACORNS Programme and Social Farming Projects
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Register for Newsletter At the end of August | welcomed the launch of the third year of ACORNS, @& six

IMPORTANT DATES

month part time development programme for aspiring rural female entrepreneurs

Once again, they will have the opportunity to avail of the tremendous supparts
it can give them to develop and grow their businesses, increase employment,

Back to page 1Y

LATEST PRESS andto make a real contribution to their local communitie$.am greatly
RELEASES encouraged bywhat ACORNS hashieved to date, and | urge early stage
In this Issue: femaleentrepreneurs in rural Ireland to apply.
 Trade Mission to the CdzZf t @ Fdzy RSR dzyRSNJ Y& 5SLI NIYSyidiQa wd
USA and Mexico the initiative is focused on developing the potential of female entrepreneurs
1 GLAS and TAMS Ii living in rural Ireland who have recently started a business or who have taken
Payments Issued concrete steps towards setting up a business. There is no charge for successful
applicants.
f a1.5 Million bp
Related Crop Loss . .
Support Measure for ACORNS is based on a clear understanding that entrepreneurs learn bestifrom
Growers each other and the initiative is focussed on peer support and collaboratjve
1 Meeting with new French learning. Participants work in interactive round table sessions famhtg‘;ed by
Agriculture Minister in other female entrepreneurs who have started and successfully grown businesses
Paris rural Ireland. Acting in a voluntary capacity, these Lead Entrepreneurs share
1 EU3 Japan Economic their |_n5|ghts and experience with the group and support th_e part|C|pa_nts to _
Partnership Agreement examine and address the issues and challenges they face in progressingitheir
businesses.
 Food Wise Steps to
Success 2017 .
Over 100 female entrepreneurs have taken part in ACORNS to date, andjpast
1 Cork City announced as participants testify to thedifference this programme has made both tg
el e e themselves and teheir businesses.
Maritime Day 2020
{ National Farmed Animal
Health Strateqgy 2017-22
{ Reqistration of Succession
Farm Partnerships
Launched
f Grant awards
million to 13 Seafood
Companies
I Acorns Programme and
Social Farming Projects
I Support Measure for
Farmers Affected by
Flooding
{ Lond term evaluation of
Food Dudes programme
2010-2016 N
Pictured with the Minister were ACORNS voluntary Lead Entrepreneur Mary :
B Walsh, Ire Wel Pallets, previous participant Alma Jordan, Agrikids, Paula H
g Depart_memof .
\\}/, Agriculture, :
¥ Food and the Mari :
j roodandtheMarine = 1 addition, at the start of September, | announced that following a competitive

An Roinn

Talmhaiochta,

public procurement procedure under the 2017 Rural Innovation and Development
Bia agus Mara :
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Cdzy R (GKNXS adz00Saatdz LINRPa2SOia GAfft
promote and develop social farming projects in rural areas.

Social farming allows people, who are availing of a range of health service supports,
the opportunity to participate in farming activities in their local area.

I know that working on farming andorticulture projects has helped many
participants to improve their wellbeing and grow their confidence. For participating
farm families, scial farming has proved a very worthwhile and satisfying activity
which contributes to the local community.

The awarding of funding yy 2 dzy OSR A& Ay | RRA(At a2
LNBflyRQa {2O0Al f CtbtAldupyor fob Déiab tamiing 10 NA
initiativesi 2 eTtmtnnn GKA& &SEFENWP L Y St N
which have been awarded contracts have previously received funding fromimy
Department and | antooking forward to seeing the fruits of this continued
support in their next phase

The first project contract was awarded to the Leitrim Integrated Development
Company for the continuatioof a national Social Farming Model of Bestctice

Project (in collaboration with University College Dublin), with funding zof
eMHmMInnn FyYyR KAOK gAftf O2yiliAydsS gAilK
best practice and policy recommendations which shocdohtribute to the
promotion anddevelopment of social farming in Ireland.

The second project was awarded to South Kerry Development Partnership with
Fdzy RAy 3 27F € MmH 0 X nSocialFarhidg Bréjest whidN RillZoffea A 2 y
services for people with disabilities ®ngage with farm families and the
community to meet personal development goals and choices and imprave
their wellbeing.

The third successful award is for Down syndrome Ireland (Cork Branch) who
gra g NRSR FdzyRAYy3 2F emMHOoInnnd ¢KAA
5NBFYaQs | K2NIAOdz Gdz2NF £ OSyGaGNB F2NI |
expected to provide handsn work experiencetraining and promotion of
socialinclusion to adults with Down Syndrome.

Support Measure for Farmers Affected by Flooding

Following the unprecedented rainfall at the end of August in the North West
and particularly in parts of North Donegalwitnessed firshand some of the
very significant problems that a number of farmers experienced as a result of
the sudden flooding event, when | visitébrth East Donegal with my colleagug
Minster Joe McHugh.Whilst some of the most significafamage was to local
infrastructure, businesses and homes, the farming commumitg also adversely
affected in many cases.

I committed duringmy visitto supporting these farmers and | am satisfied
that my Department in conjunctiomith other State Agencies have moved
swiftly to offer practical solutions to those affected. :

I am pleased to introduce this initiative to support the small number of farmé:rs
FN2dzyR GKS LyAakK2gSy tSyAyadd |l gK2 QZNS

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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This measure will provide farmers who were significantly affected by the flobd-
ing with a financial contribution towards losses or damage sustained.

Supportunder this measure will apply to losses of livestock, the loss of consefved
fodder (Hay or Silagggnd as a contribution towards the cleamp cost of
agricultural landsincluding repair to fences, damaged by debris washed upiby
the floods. Only losses not covered by insurance will be eligible for consideratiort

The measure builds on the availability of support through the Animal Welfare
Helpline and through the advisory assistance made available by Teagasc in the
region.

While it is not possible to address aif the problems the floods caused ori
farms, this measures will specifically direct support to those that have botne
the brunt of the flooding . | would particularly like to pay tribute to the tremendous
community spirit of the people in Donegal in supporting those affected by the
flooding.

Application forms will be available shortly with an early closing date proposed
to allow prompt processing of requests for support.

Minister of State at the Department of Culture with responsibility for
Gaeilge, Gaeltacht and the Islands Joe McHugh TD & Minister for
Agriculture, Food and the Marine Michael Creed TD meet farmer
Wayne Armstrong in Whitecastle, Inishowen.

-2016

Long term evaluation of Food Dude programme 2010

At the end of June | welcomed the findings of a long term evaluation of the
Food Dudes Healthy Eating Programme 22006, undertaken by the Institute
of Food and Health, University College Dublin.

In the current environment where childhood obesity is a global concern, the
Food Dudes Healthy Eating Programme is an effective initiative. This evaluation
shows that the programme has a significant impact over a six year period :and
identifies the importance of parental support, to ensure that Food Dudes:
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